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The Pa ntanal ".";rir:,:tA(,: N;,z:,:pr‘;,l do

ntanal Matogrossense
A natural region encompassing the world's largest tropical wetland area, and the
world's largest flooded grasslands. . It sprawls over an area estimated at
between 54,000 and 75,000 sqg miles

Tennessee has a land area of 41,227 sq miles



Jaguars

* The Pantanal is home to one of the largest concentration and
healthiest jaguar populations on the planet, with an estimated
population of 4,000. They are generally larger and stronger than
jaguars found elsewhere, with males growing to 310 pounds and
females to 200 pounds.

* There are thirteen species of herons and egrets, six species of
Ibises and spoonbills, and five species of kingfishers that use the
Pantanal as a breeding and feeding ground.



The Transpantaneira

Highway
: * The road is the only link between the city of
CUlABA. Poconé and the town of Porto Jofre.
= * Itis 91 miles long
Caceres ¢ POCONE * Crosses no lessthan 122 wooden bridges

* about 1 bridge every 3% miles

* The road provides opportunity for wildlife
watching, especially in dry season

; * Road was supposed to be paved but the money
Porto Jofre got “LOST”

‘ * Lot of mixed feelings on paving the road
BOLIVIA "\ PANTANAL * More people: Good for business, Bad for

environment

A Dirt Road through 91 miles of Wildlife



Worst Bridge !

We All got out of Bus
and walked across it.
Still did not feal safe




Transpantaneira "Highway"









No Billboards.

The Only signs
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traditional equipment like their <=
ancestors. Including a thick |
blanket over their saddle.






Local ranchers’ Nelore Cattle with the beautiful Pink Ipe
Trees. The trees only bloom for 2-3 weeks each year.










Dawn in the Pantanal

* Our Routine
* Upat4:30 AM
* OntheJon Boatin theriver by 5:30 AM (2-3 people per boat with a driver)
* 20 minride up the river in the dark toward the best Jaguar hunting spots
* Searching 100’s miles of the Rivers tributaries

Back to camp 12:00 noon, Lunch

On the Boat by 1:30 PM and back out hunting the elusive Jaguar

Back to camp around 7:00 PM, eat some Dinner

Sleep

Repeat
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Morning on the River



Dawn in the Pantanal



_ Part or our group, headmg qpnveg through A at
“Thisis the dry season so the river is not fIOWm
Once the rlver flows fully the WaterHyacmth



Jaguar coming down
the bank




Jaguars-How close are you

* For 95% of the time your boat is the only one within miles

* You are by yourselves searching the 100s of miles of tributaries of
the Cuiaba River for Jaguars and Wildlife

* When you see a Jaguar, you get some time by yourself
* The Driver will then Radio the location to the other boats

* The other boats can then choose to come and see the Jaguar if
they are with in reasonable distance

* There were probably 20 boats on the River the week we were there



Jaguars - How
close are you?
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Ringed Kingfishers

* For 35 years | have been trying to get pictures of the Kingfisher
* They were always too fast
* | may have gotten 2 good pictures in all of my attempts in the past

* | told the Driver | wanted Kingfisher pictures and he keep an eye out for
me

The drivers are Excellent and can spot things you and | would never notice
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Ringed Kingfishers
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Female Amazon Kingfisher.
11 inches with wingspan of
7.25 to 8.3 inches
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Ringed Kingfisher with'a Spim’C’atfish
















Male Rufous-tailed Jacamar
10 inches,
wingspan 4 inches




Pantanal Birds
Part One
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It is a real Fish and a Cayma
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Roadside Hawk
13 to 15 inches,
wingspan 26 to 67 inches




Pantanal Birds
Part Two












Termite Mounds
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Black Vulture balancing on
river. 22 to 25 inches with wingsp
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Capybara. The world’s largest rodent. Related to the Guinea Pig.
Up to 24 inches at the shoulder and 3 to 4-feet1c35|g .
W(-;,-‘i'ghing 60 to 174 pounds . -
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Black-crowned night heron. 23 to 28 inches
Wingspan 45 to 46 inches
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Boat-billed Heron. 19 to 21 inches

Wingspan 30 inches C 4
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Rufous-tailed Jacameé

'



AW, 7V e Y
Black-capped Donacobius

\8-1/2inches. ™. .
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Male Silver-beaked Tanager

f’7inches and % WO

A

"Weigh 25 grams; 4
(0.88 ounces)

W g
.‘:V~- A
e 7
R -
v o
. / L ‘
’ ~ p
-, TN o -
e
e -..
‘ il L
/" &
4 >
os, /84
e
.

N










—
T
)
¥
,. .
) -

imve

They sw




3 LY, S U e a— , |

~ ) rw : - - b .. ,,: 11 U i , | d _, |

) Yot~ 1 | ~' 1
\ v > . | p, . ’, | _
= s . = L | J a |













Hyacinth Maca
38-40 inches
Wingspan up
to 5 feet




The largest parrot i
world. Most numero
in the Pantanal. Rare
absent elsewhere. Floc
of up to 40. Incredibly loud.
Feed mainly on palm nuts
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Neotropic Cormorant

23 to 27 inches
Wingspan 39 inches
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Howler Monkey'}
Head and body up tof}
'3 feet with tail an’ ,‘

addltlonal 3 feet\







'Toco Toucan
" {24 inches, \

wmgspan 60 inches




) N
Toco Toucans are believ

to be monogamous, but *
are mostly solitary

s

.
|



Pantanal Birds
Part Three
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Crested Oropendola

14 to 18 inches,
Wingspan 8 to 8.5 inches




Yellow-billed Cardinal. 6 inches, wingspan 9.8 to
12 inches. “Cardinal” is a misnomer as the
species belongs to the Tanager famil



















Although amazingly cute, the anteater can kill a jaguar with their three 4-inch
long claws. When threatened they stand on their hind legs and spread their
“arms” in what is referred to as an “Anteater’s Hug.” Deadly.
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Hotel on the road back to Sao Paulg‘;fé“
head home
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Protected from sun,
bugs, and plants!













sthut-eared Aracari






A\ 9 1/2 to 11 mches













Ever present: Great Kiskadee
9 inches, wingspan 10.5 inches









Greater Kiskadee with
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Blue and white Swallow
4-3/4 to 5 inches
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Ring-tailed Coati

-~ 33to44 inches.
. A member of the
. Racoon family ™
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Black Skimmers |
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Illyse bundled up for
extremely Brutal here.



Ilyse playing with a
local Brazilian
Snake-necked Turtle




Having a Caipirinha,
Brazil’s national cockta
when a capybara
strolls by!










Silhouette of Mom and Chick Jabiru storks at sunset



Sunset on the River in the Pantanal
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